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LE2, 
THE 


'E AY 


OF THE 


Proteſtant Diſſenters - 


REPRESENTED and ARGUED. 


LA 


Licenſed and Entred accozding to Ozder. 


HEY are under one common Obligation with the reſt of Mankind, by the uni- 
yerſal Law of Nature, to Worſhip God in Aſſemblies. 

Men of all ſorts of Religions that have ever. obt:in'd in the World, Jews, Pagans, 

Mahometans, Chriltians, have in their Practice ackntijedg'd this Obligation. Nor 

can it be underſtood how ſuch a Pratiice ſhould be ſo Univerſal, otherwiſe than from 


the Didflate and Impreſſion of the Univerſal Law. | 
Whereas the Religion profeſt in England, is that of Retormed Chriſtianity ; ſome things are an- 
nexed to the allowed Publick Worſhip, which are acknowledged to be no parts thereof, nor in 
themſelves neceſſary z but which the Diflenters judg to be in tome parc Sintul; 
They cannot theretore with good Conſcience towards God, attend wholly and ſolely upon 
the Publick Worſhip, which the Laws do appoint; 
The ſame Laws do ſirictly torbid their afſemblig to Worſhip God otherwiſe. 
Which is in effe&t the ſame thing , as if they who made , or ſhall continue ſzch Laws , ſhould plainly 
ſay, If you will not conſent with us in our ſuperadded Rites, and Modes , ag ainft your Conſciences, 
' ſhall not Worſhip God : Or if you will not accept of our Additions to the Chriſtian Religion , you ſhall not 
be Chriſtians ; and manifeſtly tends to reduce to Paganiſm a great Part of a Chriſtian Nation. 
They have been wont therefore to meet however in diſtin Aﬀſembhes, and to worſhip God in 


a way which their Conſciences could approve; and have many years continu'd fo to do, other- 
wile than as they have been hindred by Violence; | 


It is therefore upon the whole ht to enquire, x 
4 9. 1. Whether the Difſenters are to be blamed for their holding diſtin&t Meetings forthe wor- 

ip of God? | 

For an{wer to this, It cannot be expected that all the Controverſics ſhould be here determined, 
which. have been agitated about the Lawtulneſs of each of thoſe things which have been added 
to the Chriſtian Religion and Worſhip, by the preſent Conttitution of the Church of England. 

But ſuppoling they were none of them ſ1mply unlawtul, while yet the mihnformed Minds ot the 
Diſſenters could not judg them lawtul, tho they have made it much their Buſineſs ro enquire and 
ſearch'; being urg'd allo by very ſevere Sutterings, which thorough a long Trait of time they have 
undergone, Not to retuſe any means that might tend to their SatistaGtion z they could have nothing 
elſe lett them to do,. than to Meet, and worſhip diſftindly as they have. 

For they could not but cfteem the Obligation of the Vmrzerſal; Natural, Divine Law, - by which 
they were bound ſolemnly to worſhip God, lefs queſtionable than that of a Law, which was only 
Poſitive, Topical, and Humane, requiting ſuch aud {uch Additaments ta their worſhip,and prohibiting 
their worl{ip without them. 

The Church of Exgland ( as that part affects to be called ) diftinguiſht from the reſt by thoſe 
additionals to Chritiian Religion, (pretended to be indifferent, and fo, confeſt unneceſſary) hath 
not only ſought to Engrols to it ſelf the Ordinances of Divine Worſhip , but all Civil Power. So that 
the Privilcdges that belong cither to Chriſtian or Humane Society, are incloſed, and made peculiar to 
ſuch, as are dittinguiſhc by things that in themſelves can fignity nothing to the making of Per- 
ſons cither better Chriltians, or better Men. 

D. 2. Whether the Laws enjoyning ſuch Additions to our Religion, as the excluſive Terms of 
Chriſtian worſhip and Communion,cught to have been made; when it is acknowledged on all hands, 
the things to be added, were before not neceſfary ; and when it is known, a great number judg 
them Sintul, and muſt thereby be reſirained rn the True and Living God ? __ 
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A. The Queſtion to any of common S:nſe, anſwe:s it ſclf, For it is not put concerning ſuch 
a5 diſſent from any Part of the Subſtance of Worthip which God hath commanded ; but concerning 
tach Additions as he never commanded. And there are ſuthcient Telts to dillinguyth tuch Diſſenters, 
from tholc that deny any ſubſtantial Part of R cligion, or allert any thing contrary thegeto. Whcre- 
tore to torbid ſuch to worihip that God thit made them, bccaule they cannot receive ycur deviſed 
Additions, 1s to exclude that which is neceſſary, tor the meer want of taat which 1s wneceſſary. 

Ard where is that Man that will adventure to fiand forth, and avow the hindering of ſuch 
v Perlcns from paying their Homage to the God that made ther? If we thus cxpoſtulate the mat- 
ter © Geds bchalt, and their own; will you cut off trom God his Right in the Creatures he hath 
madc? Will you cut cff tiom them the means ot-their Salvation, pox theſe terms * What reply can 

the matter admit ? Fs 

*Tis commonly alledg'd, That great deference is to be paid to the Laws; and that we ought to 
have forborn our Aﬀetnvlies, till the pgublick Authority recall'd the Laws againſt them. And we 
will tay the ſame thing, when it is well proved, that they who made ſuch Laws, made the world too. 


And by whoſe Authority were ſuch Laws made? Is there any, that is not from God? And hath 


God given any Men authority to make Laws againli himſclf, and to deprive him of his jt Kights 
troin his own Creatures? » = 


Nor if the matter be well ſearcht into, could there be ſo mucn as a pretence of Authority dcrived | 


tor (ach purpoſes from the People, whom every one now acknowledges the firſt Receptacle of derived 
governing Power. God can, *tis true, lay indifputable Obligation by his known Laws, upon evc- 
ry Conſcience of Man about Religion, or any thing clſc. And ſuch as repreſent any People, can 


according to the Conſtitution ot the Governn.ecnt, make Laws for them about the things they en- 


trali them with. Fut it the Peo; 12 of England be ackt Man by Man, will they ſay, they did entruſt 
to their Repreſentatives, their Retigion, and their Conſcrences, to do with them what they pleaſe? When 
it is your own turn to be repreſented by others, is this part of the Traſt you commit ? What Dr. 
Sherlock, worthily ſays, concerning a Biſhop, he might (ard particularly, atter, doth} ſay, concern- 
Vindication of ing every other Man, He cap be no more repreſented in a Council , than at the Day of Judgment z, every 
fome Prote= Man's Soul and Conſcience muſt be in bis own keeping, and can be repreſented by no Man. "* 
ttanr Princi- 1; gught to be conſidered, That Chriſtianity, whercin it ſuperadds ro the Law of Nature, is all 
ples,S*. P.52- matter of Revelation. And tis well known, that cven among, Pagans, in the ſctling Rites and Infſti- 


* As by Nu- tutes of Religion *, Revelation was pretended at leaft, upon an impli'd Principle, that in ſuch ' 


ma, from his matters humane Power could not oblige the Peoples Conſciences, + 
Egeria. And 


_ by no Authority received cither from God or Man. 


Regulation of We arc therefore injuriouſly reflected on, when it is imputed to us, That we have by the uſe of 
ſuch matters our Liberty, acknowledg'd an Illegal Diſpenfing Power. We have done no other thing herein, than 
was left, were we did when no Diſpenſation was given 'or pretended, in Conſcience of Duty to him that gave us 
_—_— ” Breath. Nor did therefore Practice otherwife, becauſe we thought thoſe Laws diſpens'd with , 
6? wy * butbecauſe we thought them not Laws. 

x Whereupon litthe need remains of engquiring further, 

©. 3. VVhether ſuch Laws thould be-continued ? | | 

Againit which, belides what may be collected from that which hath been ſaid, it is to be conſi- 
dercd, that what is moſt principally grievous to us, was enacted by that Parliament, that as we 
have too much reaſon to believe , ſuffered it eff to be dealt with, to enſlave the Nation in other 
Reſpects, as well as this z and which (to his immortal Honour) the Noble Earl of Danby procur'd 
to be Diffolv'd, as the firit Step towards our National Deliverance: F 

And Ict the Tenour be conſidered of that horrid Law, by which our Magna Charta was torn in 
Ficces; the wortt and py intamous of Mankind, at-our own Expence, hired to accuſe us; multi- 
tudes of Perjuries committed 3 Convictions made without a Jury, and without any Hearing of 
the Perfons accuſed ; Penalties inflicted z Goods rifled ; Eftates ſeiz*d and imbezel'd ; Houſes broken 
up; Familics ditturb'd, often at moſt unſeaſonable Hours of the Night , without any Cauſe, or 
Shadow of a Cauſe, if only a malicious Villain would pretend to ſuſpe& a Mecting there. No 
Law in any other Caſc like this; as if to worſhip God without thoſe Additions, which were con- 
tclled unneceſſary, were a greater Crime than Thett, Felony, Murder, or Treafon! Is it for our 
Reputation to Potterity, that the Memory of ſuch a Law ſhould be continued ? | 

And are we not yet awaken'd, and our Eyes open'd enough,to ſee, that the making and Exccution 
of the Laws, by which we have ſuffer'd ſo deeply for many y-pati years, was offly, That Proteftants 


might deſtroy Proteſtants, and the calier work be made for the Introduction of the Popery that was . 


to deſtroy the Retidue. | 


| Nor can any Malice deny, or Ignorance of obſerving Engliſhmen overlook this plain matter of 
Fact: After the Diſſolution of that beforementioned Parliament , Diſſenters were much care(s'd , 
and cndeavour'd to be drawn into a Subſcrviency to the Court-detigns, eſpecially in the Election 
of after Parliaments. Notwithſtanding which, they every where ſo cntirely and unanimouſly fell in 
with the {ber Part of the Nation in the Choice of ſuch Perſons for the three Parliaments that next 
ſucceeded (two held at Weſtminſter, and that at Oxford) as it was known would, and who did molt 
generouſly Afert the Liberties of the Nation, and the Protcfiant Religion. VV hich alone (and 
not our meer diſſent from the Church of England in Matters of Religion, wherein Charles II: was 


{uFciently 


We mutt be excuſed therefore, it we have in our Practice expreft leſs Reverence for Laws made 
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ſafficiently known to be a Pririce of great indifferency) drew upon us, ſoon after the Diſſolation of 
the laſt of thoſe Parliaments, that dreadtul Storm of Perſecution that deſtroy'd not a ſmall Number 
of Lives in Goals, and ruin'd Multitudes of Families. | 


- Let Engliſh Freemen remember, what they cannot but know, That it was for our firm ad- ' 


herence to the Civil Interetis of the Nation ( not for our different Modes of Religion from the 
Legal way, tho the Laws gave that advantage againſt us, which they did not againtt others ) 
that we endur'd the Calamitics of ſo many years. | 

. When, by the late King, ſome relaxation was given us, - what arts and infinuations have been 
uſed.with us, to draw us into a concurrence to detigns tending to the prejudice of the Nation? 
And with how little cffe& upon the generality of us, it muſt be great ignorance not to know, and 
great injuflice to deny. 

But he that knows all things, knows, that tho, in ſuch circumſtances, there was no opportunity 
for our receiving publick and authoriz'd promiſes, when we were all under the eye of watchtul 
jealouſy 3 yet as great aſſurances as were poſſible, were given us by ſome that we hope will now 
remember it, of a future eſtabliſht ſecurity from our former preſſures. We were told over and 
over, when the excellent Heer Fag[l's Letter came to be privately communicated from hand to 
hand, how eaſily better things would be had for us, than that encourag'd Papiſts to expe, it ever 
that happy Change ſhould be brought about , which none have now beheld with greater joy 


than we. 


We are loth to injure thoſe who have made us hope for better, by admitting a ſuſpicion that 
we (hall now be diſappointed and deceiv'd ( as we have formerly been, and we know Ly whom )- 
or that we ſhall ſuffer from them a Religious ſlavery, for whoſe ſakes we have ſuffer'd fo grievous 
things, rather than do the leaſt thing that might tend to the bringing upon them a Coil ſlavery. 

We cannot but expect from Engliſh-men, that they be juit and true. We hope not to be the 


© only inſtances, whereby the Anglica fides, and the Pznica, ſhall be thought all one. 


But if we who have conſtantly deſired, and, as we have had opportunity, endeavour'd the (a- 
ving of the Nation, mult however be ruin'd, not to greaten (one hair the Wealth and Dignity, 
but only to gratify the humour of them who would yet deltroy it z we, who are competcntly 
inured to ſufferings, ſhall through God's Mercy be again enabled to endure. But he that nts in 
the Heavens will, in his own-time, judge our Cauſe, and we will wait his Pleaſure; and, we hope, 
ſuffer all that can be inflicted, rather than betray the Cauſe of Reformed Chriſtianity in the World. 

But our Afﬀairs are in the hands of Men of Worth and Honour, who apprehend how lictle 
grateful a Name they ſhould leave to poſterity, or obtain now with good men of any perſuation, 
if under a pretence of kindneſs to us, they ſhould now repeat the Arts of il men in an ill time. Great 
minds will think it beneath them, to ſport themſelves with their own cunning in dcceiving other 
men, which wete really in the preſent caſe too thin not to be ſeen through, and may be the ealie 
attainment of any Man, that hath enough of opportunity, and integrity little enough for ſuch 
purpoſes. And *tis as much too groſs to endeavour to abuſe the Authority of a Nation, by going 
about to make that ſtoop to ſo mean a thing, as to make a (hew of intending what they reſolve 
to their uttermoſt ſhall never be. | 

But ſome may think, by Conceffions to us, the Church of England will be ruin'd, and a great 
advantage be given to the bringing in of Popery. x 

To which we ſay, The generality of the Diflenters differ from the Church of England in no.Sub- 
ſtantials of Do&rine, or Worthip, no, nor of Government, provided it be fo managed, as to, 
attain its true acknowledg'd end. The favouring of us will therefore as much ruine the Church, 
as its enlargement, and additional ſtrength will ftignity to its ruin. Wee 

And doth not the World know.that whereih we differ from them, we differ from the Papiſts too? 
And that, for the moſt part, wherein they differ from us, they ſeem toagiee with them ? | 

We acknowledg their firong, brave, and proſperous oppolition to Popery : But they have op- 


pos'd it by the things wherein they agree with us. Their differences from us axe no more a tence + 


againſt Popery, than an incloſure of Straw is againſt a flame of hre: | | 
But *tis wont to be ſaid, we agree not among our felves, and know not what we would have. 
And do all that go under the name of the Church of England agree among themielves ? We 
can ſhew more conliderable diſagreements among them, than any can between the moſt of us and 
a very canfiderable part of them. They all agree, *tis ttue, in Conformity ; and we all agree in 
Nonconformity. And is not this meer Accidental to Chriſtianity and Proteſtantiſm ? And herein 
15 it not well known, that far the greater part of Reformed Chriſtendom do more agree with us? 
An arbitrary line of Uvifotmity in ſome little Accidents, fevers a ſmall part ot the Chriftian 
world from all the reſt: How unreaſonably is it expced, that therefore all the reli muſt in, 
every thing clſe agree among themſelves ? Suppoſe any imaginary line to cut off a little ſegmen 
from any part of the Terreſtrial Globe; *tis as juſtly expected, that all the reſt of the world ſho 
be of one mind. If one part of England be Taylors, they-might as well expeR, that all the peo- 
ple beſides ſhould agree to be of one Profeſſion. | 
Perhaps ſome imagine it diſhonourable to ſuch as have gone before them in the fame Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Stations and Dignitics, if now any thing ſhould be altered, which their judgments did before 
a; prove and think tit. | 
But we hope that temptation will not prove Invincible, 2/2. of ſo-exceſſive a modclly, as ys = 
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afraid of ſeeming wiſer, or better natur'd, or of a mote Chriſtian temper than their Predeceffors, 

But the meſt of us do agree not only with one another, but in the great things above mention- 
ed, with the Church of England too: And in ſhort, that that Reproach may ceafe tor ever with thoſe 
that count it one; They will find with us, when they plcalc ro try, a very extenlive agteemenit 
on the terms of King Charles the Second's Declaration about Ecclehiaſtical Attairs, 4n. 1660, 

. 4. Whether it be reaſonable to exclude, all that i every thing conform not to the Church of 

England, from any part or ſhare of the Civil Power ? 

The difference, or Nonconformity of many is ſo minute, that it would be as reaſonable, to ex- 
clade all whoſe hair is not of this or that colour. 2 

And what if we ſhould make a dittermination, by the decilion this way or that of any other 
diſputed queltion that may be of as ſmall concernment to Religion ? Suppoſe it be that of eating 
Blood ; for the deciſion whereof, one way, there is more pretence from God's Word, than for any 
point of the diſputed Conformity. Would it not be a wiſe Conſtitution, that whoſoever thinky it 
lawful to eat Black-Pudding, ſhall be capable of no Office, &c ? 

But we tremble to think of the excluſive Sacramental Teft, brought down as low as to the keeper 


of an Alchouſe! Age all fit to approach that ſacred Table, whom the tear of ruin, or hope of 


gain may bring thither? We cannot but often remember with horror, what happened three or four 
years ago : A Man that Id an ill life, but frequented the Church, was obſerv'd not to come-to 
the Sacrament, and preſt by the Officers to come z he yet declin'd, knowing himſelf untit ; ac 
length, being threatned and terrified, came : But ſaid to ſome preſent at the time of: the ſolemn 
action, That he came only to avoid being undone z and took them to witneſs, that what he there 
receiv'd, he took only as common Bread and. V Vine, not daring to receive them as the Body and 
Blood of Chriit. *Tis amazing, that among Chrittians, fo venerable an Inſtitution ſhould be pro- 
ſtituted to the ſerving of ſo mean purpoſes, and ſo foreign to its true end ! And that doing it after 
the manner of the Church of England muſt be the qualincation !- as it Eng/and were another Chri- 
ftendom; or it were a greater thing to conform in every punCilio to the Rules of this Church, 
than of Chriſt himſelf ! 

But we would fain know whoſe is that Holy Table? Is it the Table of this or that Party, or the 

, Lord's Table ? If the Lord's ; are not perſons tobeadmitted, or excluded upon his terms? Never 
can there be Union or Peace in the Chriſtian world, till we take down, our arbitrary Incloſures , 
and content our ſelves with thoſe which our common Lord hath fet. If he falls under a Curſe 
that alters Mens Landmarks, to alter God's is not likely to infer a Bleſſng, 

- The matteris clear as the light of the Sun, that as many perſons of excellent worth, ſobriety, 
and godlineſs, are entirely in the Communion-of- the Church of England; fo that there are too 
many of a worſe CharaQer that are of it too; and divers prudent, pious, .and ſober-minded per- 
ſons that are not of it. Let comriton Reaſon be conſulted in this caſe; Suppoſe the Tables turn'd, 
and that the Rule were to be made the contrary way, 'viz. That to do this thing, but not by any 
means after the manner of the Church 'of Exgland, were to be the qualification; and now ſup- 
poſe one of meaner endowments as a Mats and a Chriftian, do what: is required, .and not in the 
way of the Church of England ; another, that is of much bettex, do the' ſame thing, in that 
way ; Were it ſuitable to Prudence or Juſtice, that becauſe it is done after the way of the Church 
of England, a fitter Man ſhould be reckon'd unquatihed? and one of les value be taken for qua- 
lified, becauſe he does it a different way ? Then is all that ſolid weight of V Viſdomy Diligence, 
Sobriety and Goodneſs, to be weighed down by a Feather. ; 

It muſt ſurely be thought the Prudence of any Governtdent, to comprehend as many uſeful per- 
ſons as it can, and no more to deprive it ſelf of the Service of ſuch, for any thing leſs conſiderable 
than thoſe qualifications are by which they are uſcful, than a Man woald tear off from himſelf the 
Limbs of his Body for a Spot upon the Skin. 3-112 | 

And really, if in - our circumftances, we thus narrow ous Intereſt, all the reſt of the world 
will ſay, That they who would deſtroy us, do yet find a way toibe our inſtructors, and vur com- 
mon Enemies do teach us our Politicks. | 


A— 


POSTSCRIPT. 


HE Names of Mr. Hale of Eaton College, and of a later moſt renowned Biſhop 

of the Church of England, who afſerted this Principle [| That if things be im- 
pos'd under the notion of indifferent, which many think ſinful, and a Schiim follow 
thereupon, the Impoſers are the Schifmaticks.] wil be great im England, as long as 
their Writings ſhall live, and good ſenfe can be underſtood in it. 
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